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1 Decenbar 1978

Mr. W. J. Stanlcey

Director, Paciiic Area Support Office
Deparrment of Energy

P.0.3. 29929

Hoaneolulu, Hawall 96820

Dear 8111,

This letter is in response to @ telephone request I recelved from
Harxy Brown late yesterday afternoon regarding my opinions a3z to tha feasibllity
of emall hellcoptor support for the Madlical Sutrvey of the Marahall Islands.

As background for the following discussions, XI'd like to restote an
oplafon widch I think we have discuased previously iun your office, pertaining
to the long-range logistic plsns for the ML nedleal survey. Tlrst, 1t would
appear that sometima in the nzar future that the geopraph.ic area assisnad to
BYL might oxpand appreclably, i.e., to include the peosle of Bikiui ard Enivetok.
This decision ia pending at DOE/DOL. This, of course, wvould trerandoualy
enlargze the geopravhic area to be covered by the nddical survey temas and would
prevent pevere logistic problems for slow shipboard asupport. As we have
discugaed in the past, the poasibility of establishing scall independent
exanining facilitics on each of the lslands and supporting theae installations
by alvcraft certainly should be ceonaldered carefully., The type of aircraft to
be used again presents a variety of optiens, 1 understand that a PBY 54 will
be available from the University of lMawaiit., T have no further inforration ag
to the dates of availability or priority For its utilization by this program.

Another option which I have been conafdering is the ulrimite use of a
beavy helicoptor of the SU-3 type that would have both the renge and operating
characteristics necessary for outer islard support. Both of these options
would greatly increase the facility with which we could evacuate patients franm
the fslands in the event of medical energenciea.

Qf course, all of this 1s conjecture at this point untll some final
decision 15 wade as to the Bihini and Bniwetok populations. Onca that decislon
hns been mnde and we have gome idea of our future patient lording, I think we
cught to have a logistlc meetings to develop sona short— and loann-ternsplans
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concerning theea options.
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